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A LETTER FROM OUR CEO AND BOARD PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,

Since our founding over 50 years ago, the Community Environmental Council  (CEC) has 
been working to close the gap between the world as it is and the world as it must be if we 
are to thrive. 

Today, it seems as if our world is experiencing an unending string of crises and that many 
things are broken at once. A global pandemic, war, racial injustices, inflation, political 
divisiveness, and climate chaos have punctuated the last couple of years – one building on 
and cascading over another. 

In short, it feels like everything must change, and quickly. Incremental progress is not  
an option. 

This need for deep transformation has been a call to action for CEC. Over the last year, we 
sharpened our focus to advance rapid and equitable solutions to the climate crisis. We 
added programs to better include communities traditionally left out or left behind. We 
grew our geographic reach, expanding our work in Ventura, Santa Barbara, and San Luis 
Obispo Counties. 

We doubled our staff. We grew our board. We moved to a new location on State Street, where 
we have plans to build out a community-centered Environmental Hub. 

CEC is doubling down – drawing on a proven model for change in which we listen to the 
community, then innovate, incubate, grow, scale, and ultimately spin off solutions. For 
50 years, this is how we have broken down complex problems like climate change into 
manageable pieces that make real, transformative impact beyond the Central Coast. 

In this report you will find a snapshot of CEC’s work over the last year, as well as several ways 
you can make a difference. We encourage you to make this your own call to action. 

By embracing fierce hope, collective action, a sense of urgency, and a proven blueprint 
that draws on the best of people and nature, we have an opportunity to create a world in 
which we truly do thrive.

Sincerely,

Sigrid Wright 
Chief Executive Officer

Barbara S. Lindemann	  
Board President
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During one of the most significant 
operational years in CEC's 50-plus 
year history, we sharpened our focus 
and expanded capacity to respond 
locally to the global climate crisis.  
We continued to grow programs, 
while simultaneously increasing 
net assets, earning CEC the highest 
ratings from GuideStar and Charity 
Navigator for financial health, 
accountability, and transparency.

OPERATING HIGHLIGHTS 

 118%

 44%

5-Year Increase

5-Year Increase

2021: $1,899,081  |  2017: $872,470

2021: $4,566,396  |  2017: $3,174,868

To view our full financials, please visit 
 www.cecsb.org/financials.

PROGRAM EXPENSES

NET ASSETS
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1970 �	� Founded one of the nation’s first ecology centers

1973 	� Founded one of the nation’s first learning  
and research community gardens

1976 	� Opened one of the nation’s first community recycling centers

1982	 Hosted a green building competition  
	 for CEC headquarters

1985	� Pioneered hazardous waste collection and curbside recycling

1990 	 Helped pass California’s recycling law, the first in the nation

2001	 Built the Watershed Resource Center at Arroyo Burro Beach

2004 	� Shifted CEC’s mission to focus  
on climate change

2007 	 Published one of the nation’s first carbon neutrality plans� 

CEC’S LEGACY: 50 YEARS OF YEARS OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIPENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP

OUR IMPACT
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2010	� Installed the first Rethink the Drink  
water bottle refill station in a local school

2011	 Opened the first Solarize program

2016	 Published the Santa Barbara County Food Action Plan

2017	 Secured city commitments to 100% renewable energy

2018 	� Achieved Community Choice Energy  
for most of the Central Coast

2019 	 Secured our region’s first wind farm

2020 	� Launched an effort to establish the Central Coast  
as a global climate leader

	 Named California Nonprofit of the Year

	 Awarded City of Santa Barbara Climate Hero

2022	 CEO Sigrid Wright named Congressional Woman of the Year

CEC’S LEGACY: 50 YEARS OF YEARS OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIPENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP

For 50 years, CEC has strategically catalyzed change on the Central Coast, 
influencing California and beyond. 
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The Community Environmental Council is behind all of the 

wonderful things I love about living on the Central Coast — leading 

the recycling movement, supporting electric vehicle infrastructure and 

community solar, spurring action to protect vulnerable populations, and 

strengthening communities in the face of climate change. I’m excited and proud 

to support CEC, especially in this critical time of the climate crisis where  

bold and purposeful action is required.”

LAURA FRANCIS 
DIRECTOR, SEA FORWARD FUND  
CEC BOARD OF DIRECTORS

‘‘
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CEC builds on-the-ground momentum to reverse the threat of the 
climate crisis. We transform the systems that fuel it. We safeguard 
the community from its impacts. We lead, we partner, we act.  
And every day, we move people to create a more resilient California 
Central Coast.

By focusing on these three areas, we are making progress:

RE VERSE  the trajectory of climate change by 
speeding the transition to zero emissions and zero 
waste in the Central Coast’s energy, transportation, 
food, and agriculture sectors.

REPAIR  the disrupted carbon cycle by tapping the 
power of nature to draw down excess carbon from the 
atmosphere.

PROTECT  communities from extreme weather and 
other climate impacts by spurring bold actions with a 
focus on protecting vulnerable populations from the 
impacts of climate change already underway.

The following pages outline the strides we made in 2021 toward this 
goal, as well as our plans for the work ahead.

OUR WORK
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2

960

33,000+

1,424

C IT IES PASSE D E NE RGY 
C OD ES ON  TH E  CENTRAL 
COAST (with 2 counties not far behind), 
that ensure new construction is all-electric with 
no natural gas, and accelerating progress toward 
California’s climate goals.

VOL UNT E E R H OU RS  
INVEST E D  by CEC’s UC Climate 
Stewards in creating local climate-related 
initiatives and projects.

NEW CHARGING STATIONS 

BEING BUILT  with $12 million in funding 
attracted from the state and leveraged to support 
wider adoption of electric vehicles. Over the next 
two years, the charging stations will be installed 
at workplaces, multi-family properties, and public 
destinations across Santa Barbara, Ventura, and 
San Luis Obispo Counties.

Community members  CEC INFORMED, 
ACTIVATED, AND GUIDED 
ON CLIMATE ACTION through 
webinars, meetings, events, and  
roundtable discussions.

2021   CEC’S IMPACT AT A GLANCE
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170+

6 MILLION

1.4 MILLION

900+  
SINGLE-USE WATER 
B O T T L E S  N O T  U S E D 
because of 116 school and community water 
refill stations that were installed as a direct 
result of CEC’s Waste Reduction program.

Households have added SOL AR 
AND ENERGY STOR AGE 
SYSTEMS  since 2011 through CEC’s 
Solarize Residential program, a regional 
model for effective group energy purchasing.

ACT IVE PARTNE RSH I PS
TH AT  M O B I LI Z E  broader 
community action and cultivate climate 
leadership grounded in inclusive decision 
making.

Residents in 22 cities and counties across 
Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, and Ventura 

Counties H AVE ACCESS TO 
100% RENEWABLE AND 
CLEAN ELECTRICITY  

sooner because of CEC’s advocacy for 
Community Choice Energy.

 

50+ years of proven success leading locally designed  
and implemented solutions to the climate crisis.
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CLIMATE POLICY

OUR VISION 
When the Central Coast advances ambitious goals and 

solutions like 100% renewable energy or plastic bag bans, 

we become a lighthouse community, illuminating 
a path that gives other regions and the state 
confidence to set more aggressive policies. 

OUR WORK

For more than 50 years, CEC has actively 

engaged with local and regional governments 

to adopt ambitious climate policies that better 

benefit our communities. Our current focus is on 

advocating for zero carbon and negative carbon 

goals for buildings, transportation, energy, 

agriculture, and waste management. 
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IN 2021, CEC: WHAT’S AHEAD
n 	� Continue to champion 

electric vehicle purchases for 
government fleets and policies 
that make electric vehicle 
ownership more accessible to all. 

n 	� Expand energy codes that 
keep natural gas out of new 
construction.

n 	� �Push more cities to join 
Community Choice Energy and 
move more quickly toward 100% 
renewable electricity.

n 	� Advocate for carbon neutrality 
and associated targets that  
go beyond state goals in six 
local city and county climate 
action plans.

Advocated for and helped pass 
a ban on natural gas in new 
construction in the City of Santa 
Barbara with the help of our partner 
the Sierra Club and others.

Continued advocation for regional laws that limit the 
distribution of millions of single-use plastic items, 
rooted in best practices learned through CEC’s Waste 
Reduction program.

Increased program funding from 
                                       Central Coast Community Energy by

$11
to help residents and local agencies adopt clean energy 
technologies such as electric cars and buses.

MILLION
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SPOTLIGHT: COMMUNITY CHOICE ENERGY
For more than a decade, CEC has led advocacy 

efforts to elected officials, their staff, and the 

broader community – and even raised the first 

$50,000 to kick-start a study of the feasibility of 

tri-county Community Choice Energy.

With the help of CEC’s and our partners’ 

advocacy efforts, three Community Choice 

Energy programs – Central Coast Community 

Energy, Santa Barbara Clean Energy, and the 

Clean Power Alliance – have formed in the 

last few years, now serving 22 local cities and 

counties.

Together, these programs serve approximately 
1.4 million Central Coast residents, with about 

half of those residents currently receiving 100% 

renewable and clean electricity, and the other 

half on an accelerating path to 100% renewables 

by 2030.

Today, CEC is advocating for more funding for 
programs that help residents and businesses 
switch to clean energy technologies like 

electric vehicles and all-electric buildings, 

and encouraging four additional cities to join 

Community Choice Energy programs or move 

more quickly toward 100% renewable electricity.

OUR WORK
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CLIMATE JUSTICE

OUR VISION 
While it is widely recognized that climate change 

disproportionately impacts vulnerable populations and there 

is growing support for equitable solutions, our communities 

still lack effective ways to incorporate equity and justice 

into the climate planning process. CEC envisions a 
climate-resilient future for everyone, particularly 

those at greatest risk or most socially and economically 

vulnerable. We are increasing our efforts to meet that vision 

– and address climate threats and inequities – by actively 

collaborating with underrepresented voices in planning and 

implementing community-led solutions.

OUR WORK
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IN 2021, CEC: WHAT’S AHEAD
n 	� Expand and deepen 

opportunities for 

underrepresented 

communities across the 

Central Coast to play a key  

role in planning and 

implementing climate 

solutions.

n 	 �Partner with civic and 

community leaders to make 

climate justice and allyship 

with frontline community 

leaders the status quo.

n 	� Nurture green workforce 

development that aids workers 

through a just transition 

away from extractive 

industries while supporting 

decarbonization goals.

Co-designed and hosted community 

forums and events focused on issues 

such as food insecurity, air quality, 
mobility equity, and language justice.

Activated our Community Ambassadors to meet with 

dozens of frontline and essential workers, farmworkers, 

non-English speaking parents, and others who have 

historically been left out of the decision-making process 

to better understand what is 
needed for a fair and equitable 
community response to 

ongoing climate threats.

Recruited and retained a more diverse staff  
that better reflects the community we work with  

and serve. 
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n  	 �Central Coast Climate Justice Network 
(CCCJN): A partnership of social justice, anti-

racism, and environmental organizations that work 

together to expand our region’s collective power to 

advance restorative actions that lead to systems 

change, centering on communities who bear the 

greatest burden of climate change impacts. In 

2021, CCCJN hired a Network Manager to lead key 

initiatives in Santa Barbara and Ventura Counties, 

including designing a BIPOC-led Green New Deal, 

collaborating with frontline communities to build 
climate resilience and leadership, and addressing 
and changing systemic racism in the climate 
justice movement.

n  	  �Santa Barbara County Food Action 
Network (SBCFAN): A hub where food system 

changemakers can connect, align, and activate 

to develop a robust local food economy, a healthy 

and just community, and a well-stewarded, 

resilient foodshed. In 2021, CEC dedicated staff 
time to help accelerate the outreach and impact 
of SBCFAN’s FRESA (Food Resilience, Equity, 
Sustainability, and Action) Working Group, 

a community-led coalition of food advocates 

working to improve access to affordable, locally-

produced fruits and vegetables for low-income and 

CalFresh-eligible families in northern Santa Barbara 

County.  

n  	 �Santa Barbara County Food Rescue:  
A CEC-led food recovery collaborative that 

addresses food insecurity and waste, while 
helping build partner capacity and supporting 
the rescue of over 60,000 pounds of edible 
food for distribution to more than a dozen 
organizations throughout Santa Barbara County. 
In 2021, CEC spearheaded a grant that supported 

two SBC Food Rescue partners in acquiring 

critical refrigeration. Working together, through 

this effort, Veggie Rescue was able to sustain, 

grow, and distribute over 550,000 pounds of food, 

and the Santa Ynez Valley Community Kitchen at 

St. Mark’s was able to cook this rescued food for 

the community’s most vulnerable, support local 

food business entrepreneurs, and serve as a hub 

for culinary and nutrition education. 

SPOTLIGHT: BUILDING A COMMUNITY  
	 OF CLIMATE ACTION

OUR WORK

CEC has a long and proven history of identifying needs 

in the community, convening the right partners, 

incubating ideas, and establishing initiatives — and 

in some cases, new organizations — to accelerate 

progress. CEC co-founded and is working with 
partners to build:
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CLIMATE RESILIENCE

OUR WORK

OUR VISION 
Climate resilience is the ability to respond, recover, 

adapt, and thrive in the face of climate change-related 

disruptions and disasters. In short, it means we ensure 

that everyone in our community is safe, regardless of 

economic status, race, or social standing. 

To build true community-wide resilience, CEC is 
working to inform and mobilize advocates 
of all ages and backgrounds to strengthen 
local, regional, and statewide networks in an 

effort to stitch together the social fabric needed to 

reach true resilience.



IN 2021, CEC: WHAT’S AHEAD
n 	� Increase resilience to extreme 

heat, wildfire, and other natural 

disasters by assessing what 

programs are needed to address 

these threats and aligning 

community strengths and 

resources to implement them.

n 	� Create opportunities for the 

community to identify,  

co-create, and implement 

resilience solutions, like 

creating equity action plans in 

high fire areas to protect the 

most vulnerable.

n 	� Partner across the region 

to establish neighborhood 

climate resilience centers 

that provide centralized 

disaster services, support, and 

education, particularly focused 

on underrepresented and 

underserved neighborhoods.

Completed our Climate Resilience Roundtable series,  

which resulted in the release of the groundbreaking 

community-driven action plan that outlines 11 ways to 
increase resilience to extreme  
heat, wildfire, and other  
natural disasters. 

Worked with partner organizations to launch new 

projects ranging from wildlife resilience planning to the 

development of neighborhood resilience centers.

   cecsb.org   |   19



20   |   Community Environmental Council

SPOTLIGHT: CHUMASH GOOD FIRE PROJECT
For generations, the Chumash People regularly 

burned vegetation using low-grade fires to 

increase water runoff into streams, improve 

habitats for plants and animals, and recycle 

nutrients. Since the early 1900s, these Indigenous 

cultural burn practices were largely banned in 

California due to the state’s regulations around fire 

management. Fortunately, recent shifts in land 
management strategies have prompted state and 
local fire agencies to seek Indigenous knowledge 
to reestablish these practices that help reduce 
fire risks and promote healthy ecosystems.

Led by the Santa Ynez Chumash Environmental 

Office, the Chumash Good Fire Project is 

building collaboration between fire agencies, 

land managers, conservation organizations, and 

Chumash communities to incorporate traditional 

cultural burning into fire management plans. 

“This project is critical to helping us understand 
how we can collaborate to apply good fire on 
the ground,” said Teresa Romero, Environmental 
Director for the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash 
Indians. “With CEC’s support, we’ve gathered 

stakeholder interviews that will help inform 

where and how we implement Indigenous-led fire 

management across our landscape to increase 

long-term ecological resilience and address 

climate change impacts throughout the Central 

Coast region.”

OUR WORK
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CLIMATE LEADERSHIP

OUR WORK

OUR VISION 
With the increase in catastrophic climate events, we must 

expand the number of community members who take an 

active role in reversing the impacts of climate change.  

CEC is working across the region to inform, unite, 
and activate a broad range of Central Coast residents 

to be stewards of climate action so that together, we can 

move at the unprecedented pace required to reverse, repair, 

and protect against climate threats.



IN 2021, CEC: WHAT’S AHEAD
n 	� Train and certify an increasing 

number of UC Climate Stewards 

annually – and continue to  

build a strong alumni network 

that spurs a wave of grassroots 

action across the Central 

Coast region.

n 	 �Partner with Santa Barbara, 

San Luis Obispo, and Ventura 

County schools to create a 

high school and college-level 

climate action program that 

engages underrepresented and 

underserved youth, building the 

next generation of activists.

n 	� Spark innovative climate 

action through an annual 

Climate Leadership Summit 

and monthly education and 

community events at CEC’s new 

Environmental Hub.

Partnered with the University of California Division of 

Agriculture and Natural Resources to launch an innovative 

certification program that trains everyday people to take 

on-the-ground climate action. CEC is the first and only 
nonprofit on the Central Coast to deliver the UC 
Climate Stewards course, with participants ranging 

from young adults to retirees. 

through webinars, meetings, events, and roundtable 

discussions. This work included actively collaborating 

with underrepresented voices in planning and 

implementing community-led solutions through our 

climate resilience and climate justice work. 
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INDIVIDUALS ON 
CLIMATE ACTION

Informed, activated, and guided more than

33,000

40
INDIVIDUALS HAVE 
G R A D U AT E D  F R O M 
THE PROGR AM

and are actively spreading their enthusiasm for, and 

knowledge about, climate action to their communities.

To date, 
more 
than
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CLEAN ENERGY

OUR WORK

OUR VISION 
Knitting together our community’s systems to address 

climate change through clean energy will ensure local 

communities are taking strong actions, developing 

innovative, equitable, and replicable programs, and 

proving that California can reach bolder goals. CEC 
is working to rapidly move the Central Coast 
to using 100% of the electricity that powers 

our homes, businesses, and cars from 
clean and renewable sources — something 

we’ve already made significant strides toward. By 

moving completely to renewables and electrifying 

our vehicles and buildings, we can leverage clean 

electricity to get fossil fuels out of our region 

for good. The quicker we get there, the greater 

chance we have of avoiding climate disasters.



IN 2021, CEC: WHAT’S AHEAD
n 	 �Expand efforts to eliminate 

100% of the Central Coast 

region’s electricity emissions.

n 	 �Expand access to EV purchasing 

support, with one-on-one 

priority given to low-to-

moderate income drivers with 

longer commutes so that we can 

achieve the largest emission 

reductions and greatest 

financial benefit.

n 	 �Accelerate policies that ensure 

new construction is energy 

efficient and carbon neutral.

n 	 �Lead the Central Coast in 

educating and inspiring multi-

unit property owners to install 

solar, delivering clean power and 

much needed energy bill credits 

to thousands of affordable 

housing residents.

In partnership with BikeVentura, gathered input in multiple 

languages from Oxnard’s Indigenous farmworkers, unhoused 

workers, and broader community members about  

how to improve transportation  
and in turn, community health.

Through CEC’s innovative Solarize Nonprofit, assisted Planned 

Parenthood San Luis Obispo Health Center in installing a 

photovoltaic solar system that is expected to net 

over the next 30 years — and help reduce the region’s reliance 

on fossil fuel energy sources. Since launching in 2018, 

the program has helped seven nonprofits install photovoltaic 

solar systems on their facilities.

Partnered with the Tri-County Regional Energy Network 

(3C-REN) to raise awareness about and advance 
energy-saving support to underserved populations, 
who disproportionately experience energy cost burdens. 

learned about EV options, including financial incentives, 

charging, range, and how to pair home solar with an EV 

for maximum savings. Additionally, CEC supported 200 
low-to-moderate income households with direct, 

one-on-one EV purchase guidance in Spanish and English.
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1,000 I N D I V I D U A L S

$250,000 IN FINANCIAL SAVINGS

Hosted Electric Vehicle (EV) education events where



SPOTLIGHT: ELECTRIC DRIVE 805
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Transportation is responsible for more than 

half of all of California’s carbon emissions, 

80 percent of smog-forming pollution, 

and 95 percent of toxic diesel emissions. 

Driving less and driving electric are the most 

impactful things individuals can do to protect 

their communities from air pollution and 

climate change.

In 2011, CEC spearheaded the formation of 
Electric Drive 805, a network of partners 
dedicated to achieving a rapid and equitable 
transition to electric vehicles in the 805 area 
code — spanning from Thousand Oaks to Paso 

Robles. Led by CEC, the Air Pollution Control 

Districts of Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, 

and Ventura Counties, the Central Coast Clean 

Cities Coalition (C5), and the Ventura County 

Regional Energy Alliance, this collaboration 

continues to make the Central Coast an 

electric vehicle leader.

Today, the goal of Electric Drive 805 is 

simple: ensure that clean, zero-emission 

transportation options are accessible for 

all of our region’s residents, including low-

income communities, rural households, and 

Indigenous peoples.

Because of our collective efforts, our 
region is home to more than 33,000 
electric vehicles.

OUR WORK
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CHARGING STATIONS
on the Central Coast1,800

3XTHE NATIONAL AVERAGE
of per capita EV drivers

AND
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CLIMATE-SMART AGRICULTURE

OUR WORK

OUR VISION 
Climate-smart agriculture can help mitigate 

compounding climate threats such as extended 

droughts, extreme heat, and wildfire smoke 

and ash that often damage crops, reduce 

yields, and make food more expensive to grow. 

Implementing practices such as mulching, 

composting, and livestock grazing pulls carbon 

out of the air (where it hurts us) and sends it back 

into the soil (where it helps us). CEC is working to 
expand and scale-up these climate-smart 
agriculture practices that build soil health, 
retain moisture, and promote biodiversity  

so we can reduce the impacts of climate change 

and create stronger, more resilient food systems  

in the Central Coast region.



Partnered with farmers and ranchers in Santa 

Barbara and Ventura Counties to increase the 
adoption of scalable climate-smart agriculture 
practices aimed at sequestering carbon, boosting 

crop productivity, and increasing soil water 

holding capacity. 

IN 2021, CEC:

Working at the intersection of climate change, 
health, and equity, collaborated across the region 

to rescue high quality food, promote the reduction 

of methane-causing food waste in landfills, and 

reduce food insecurity.

WHAT’S AHEAD
n 	� Continue to work across the ranching 

and farming communities to 

accelerate adoption of nature-based 

strategies aimed at drawing down 

legacy greenhouse gasses. 

n 	� �Integrate climate-smart agriculture 

and wildfire resilience by developing 

a regional community-supported 

grazing strategy using sheep and 

goats in high-risk fire areas.

n 	� Scale-up compost application on 

agricultural lands to increase carbon 

capture and soil health by increasing 

access to affordable compost and 

spreading options.

n 	� Develop innovative financing models 

that strengthen collaborations, and 

provide technical assistance and 

other critical resources to those 

who are implementing nature-based 

climate solutions.
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CIRCULAR ECONOMY

OUR WORK

OUR VISION 
For several decades, our region has looked to 

recycling as a landfill diversion solution — but it’s 

not enough. CEC continues to lead the Central 
Coast in pursuing a circular economy model 
that designs out single-use products and replaces 

them with closed-loop systems that shift greater 

responsibility for waste to the companies 

that make and distribute products. Today, our 

focus is educating and activating the public to 

support policies that demand reusable, refillable 

packaging models.

Design

Manufacturing

Distribution

Usage, Reuse,
and Repair

Collection

Recycled 
Materials

Raw Materials

CIRCULAR 
ECONOMY
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Engaged with more than 200 individuals to share 

information about the environmental advantages of 
closed-loop systems and the 

evolution of sustainable business 

practices.

Reduced single-use plastic bottle 

consumption by 6 million through 116 
bottle filling hydration stations.

Collaborated with Ablitt’s Fine Cleaners & Tailors and Santa 

Barbara Channelkeeper to divert 29 tons (and counting) 
of film plastic from the landfill through an upcycling 

program that repurposes these hard-to-recycle plastics.

IN 2021, CEC: WHAT’S AHEAD
n 	� Continue to build a circular 

economy model in Santa 

Barbara, San Luis Obispo, and 

Ventura Counties that reduces 

urban food waste, converts 

remaining waste to usable 

products (such as compost and 

renewable electricity), and uses 

those products to reduce  

greenhouse gas emissions. 

n 	� Build on 15-plus years of success 

reducing single-use plastics in 

our region, including advocating 

for plastic waste ordinances and 

installing dozens of refillable 

water stations in schools and 

parks across the region.

n 	� Host more online webinars and 

in-person events that inform 

our region about the critical 

importance of adopting a 

circular economy model that 

designs waste out of the system.
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IN 2021, CEC PARTNERED WITH:

CEC is built on the foundation that it will take all of us, working together in new ways, to solve the climate 

crisis. Bound together by a shared sense of urgency and accountability, we are working to accelerate 

progress and stitch together a community of true resilience.

OUR PARTNERS

350.org Santa Barbara

Ablitt’s Fine Cleaners  
& Tailors

Abound Food Care

Access Clean California

Action Energy

Adams Elementary 
School Ocean Guardian 
Ambassadors

Advanced Veterinary 
Specialists

Allan Hancock College

Alliance of Regional 
Collaboratives for Climate 
Adaptation

Association for Energy 
Affordability 

Asteri Solar

Audacious Foundation

Aware and Prepare 
Partnership Council

BikeVentura

Blue Tomorrow

Bridging Voices-Uniendo 
Voces

Brighten Solar

Bristol Farms

Bye Bye Mattress

Cachuma Resource 
Conservation District

California Coastal 
Conservancy

California Solar Electric

Carp Events

CARP Growers

Carpinteria Children’s 
Project

Casa Serena

Cate School

Center for Employment 
Training

Central Coast Alliance 
United for a Sustainable 
Economy (CAUSE)

Central Coast Clean Cities 
Coalition (C5)

Central Coast Climate 
Collaborative

Central Coast Climate 
Justice Network

Central Coast Community 
Energy

Central Coast Green 
Building Council

Central Coast  
Sustainability Summit

ChowMatch

Chumash Casino

Citizens Climate Lobby

City of Buellton,  
Public Works

City of Carpinteria

City of Carpinteria,  
Public Works

City of Goleta

City of Lompoc, Public 
Works, Solid Waste Division

City of Santa Barbara

City of Santa Barbara,  
Parks and Recreation

City of Santa Barbara, 
Environmental Services

City of Santa Barbara, 
Resilience and 
Sustainability

City of Santa Maria, Utilities

City of Solvang,  
Public Works

Clean Coalition

Clean Power Alliance

County of Santa Barbara

County of Santa Barbara, 
Air Pollution Control District

County of Santa Barbara, 
Social Services

County of Santa Barbara, 
One Climate Initiative

County of Santa Barbara, 
Public Health

County of Santa Barbara, 
Resource Recovery and 
Waste Management

County of Santa Barbara, 
Sustainability

Domestic Violence 
Solutions

Ecology Action

Edhat

El Gato Channel Foundation

Electric Drive 805

Environmental Coalition

Environmental Defense 
Center

EV Advocates of Ventura 
County

Explore Ecology

EZBike

Father Virgil Cordano 
Center

Food & Water Watch

Foodbank of Santa Barbara 
County

FRESA (Food Resilience, 
Equity, Sustainability, and 
Action)

Fund for Santa Barbara

Future Leaders of America

170+
Active Partnerships
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Gardens on Hope

Gaviota Agriculture Project

Gaviota Coast Conservancy

Get Oil Out!

Good Energy Solar

Holy Cross School, Ventura

Independent Living 
Resource Center

Isla Vista Community 
Services District

James S. Bower Foundation

Johnson Ohana Foundation

Kellogg Elementary Ocean 
Guardian Ambassadors

Kermit McKenzie 
Intermediate School, 
Guadalupe

KJEE

KTYD

La Purísima Concepción 
Catholic School, Lompoc

Lazy Acres

League of Women Voters 
Santa Barbara

LegacyWorks Group

Limoneira Company

LOACOM

Los Angeles Cleantech 
Incubator

Los Padres Forest Watch

MarBorg Industries

Matilija Pure Water

Mercury Press International

Mixteco/Indígena 
Community Organizing 
Project (MICOP)

Museum of Contemporary 
Art Santa Barbara

New House II and III

New World Associates

Noozhawk

Notre Dame School,  
Santa Barbara

Ojai Valley Fire Safe Council

One Step A La Vez

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
School, Oxnard

Paseo Nuevo Santa Barbara

Pharos Creative

Port of Hueneme

Regeneración - Pájaro 
Valley Climate Action

Regional Priority Plan, 
Santa Barbara County

Regional Wildfire Mitigation 
Project

Rooted Language Services

Route One Farmers Market

San Luis Obispo Air 
Pollution Control District

Santa Barbara Bucket 
Brigade

Santa Barbara 
Channelkeeper

Santa Barbara City College, 
Environmental Studies

Santa Barbara City College 
Foundation

Santa Barbara Clean Energy

Santa Barbara Contractors 
Association/Green Build 
Santa Barbara

Santa Barbara County 
Conservation Blueprint

Santa Barbara County Fire 
Safe Council

Santa Barbara County  
Food Action Network

Santa Barbara County 
Green Business Program

Santa Barbara Foundation

Santa Barbara Independent

Santa Barbara Metropolitan 
Transit District

Santa Barbara 
Permaculture Network

Santa Barbara School Board 
Sustainability Committee

Santa Barbara School of 
Squash

Santa Ynez Chumash 
Environmental Office

Sarah House

SBBIKE/Coalition for 
Sustainable Transportation 
(COAST)

Santa Barbara County 
Association of 
Governments, Traffic 
Solutions

Sea Forward Foundation

Sespe Power Solutions

Shepherdess Land & 
Livestock

Sierra Club Los Padres 
Chapter

Social Venture Partners

Society of Fearless 
Grandmothers

Soil Life Services

Solar for Multifamily 
Affordable Housing

Solarponics

Southern California Edison

St. Anthony’s School, 
Oxnard

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

St. Mary’s School,  
Santa Maria

St. Raphael School, Goleta

Standing Up for Racial 
Justice - Ventura County

Sun Pacific Solar Electric

Surfrider, Isla Vista Chapter

Ted Chamberlin Ranch

The Climate Center

The Sea League

Toad & Co.

Tri-County Regional Energy 
Network (3C-REN)

UC Santa Barbara, 
Environmental & Climate 
Justice Studies Digital Hub

UC Santa Barbara, 
Associated Students 
Coastal Fund

UC Santa Barbara,  
Bren School of 
Environmental Science  
and Management

UC Santa Barbara, 
Environmental Affairs 
Board

UC Santa Barbara, 
Environmental Leadership 
Incubator

UC Santa Barbara, 
Environmental Studies

Veggie Rescue

Ventura County Air Pollution 
Control District

Ventura County Regional 
Energy Alliance

Ventura County Resource 
Conservation District

Visión y Compromiso

Voice Magazine

Water With Life, LLC

White Buffalo Land Trust

Wild Farmlands Foundation

Wildling Museum of Art and 
Nature

Write Kinda Girl 
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IN 2021, THE FOLLOWING INVESTORS SUPPORTED CEC’S BOLD CLIMATE ACTION:

CEC makes an impact on the long term health of our region by taking specific actions on the ground, while also 

working to transform a web of systems to reverse, repair, and protect our climate. Our work is made possible in 

part by the generosity and support of investors. 

OUR INVESTORS

Eco Hero  
( $1 Million+)
John & Karen Jostes
Zegar Family Foundation

Eco Trailblazer  
($500,000-$999,999)
Albert Oaten  
& Katie Davis+

Jean Kaplan+

Eco Warrior 
($250,000- $499,999)
Michel Saint-Sulpice  
& Mary Staton+

Natalie Orfalea Foundation
Paul Relis+

Sea Forward Fund+

Eco Sustainer 
($100,000- $249,999)
Anonymous
Charles D. Kimbell+

Dan, Emily, Casey  
& Willow Engel
Diane Boss
G. A. Fowler Family 
Foundation
Leslie & Ashish Bhutani
Mary Becker
Nancy & Karl Hutterer+

Sally Warner-Arnett  
& Dr. G. William Arnett+

Suzanne & John Steed+

Eco Partner 
($25,000- $99,999)
Andrew & Carolyn 
Fitzgerald
Anonymous

Audacious Foundation
Betty & Mike Noling+

Charles & Betsy Newman
Dennis Allen  
& Jennifer Cushnie
Dr. Barbara  
& Albert Lindemann
Dylanian II DAF
El Gato Channel 
Foundation
Elliott MacDougall
Jo & Ken Saxon
John C. Mithun Foundation
Jules Zimmer  
& Carolyn Cogan
Michael & Jessica 
McLernon
Mithun Family Foundation
Ron & Stacy Pulice
The Yardi Foundation

Eco Advocate 
($1,000-$24,999)
Advanced Veterinary 
Specialists
Amy & Glenn Bacheller
Anonymous
Anthony Shih
B&B Foundation
Bonnie Jensen
Bragg Health Foundation
Brian Fahnestock  
& Julie Hendricks
Brier & Kent Allebrand
Bristol Farms*
Brittingham Family 
Foundation
Bruce Kendall
Bryan & Eva Schreier
Bunnin Chevrolet

Bye Bye Mattress
Carla Frisk  
& Jeffrey Newton
Carp Growers
Carrie, Mike,  
& Baylor Randolph
CASA Magazine*
Catherine Brozowski  
& Steve Conner
Central Coast  
Clean Cities Coalition
Central Coast  
Community Energy
Charla Brown  
& Robert Burnett
Charles Grimm  
& Aurora Lombardi
Chris Blau
Christine & Robert DeVries
City of Santa Barbara
County of Santa Barbara
Cox Communications
Dancing Tides Foundation
David N. Pellow & Lisa Park
Deckers Brands
Denis Hayes
Dennis Thompson  
& Lois Phillips
Edhat*
Edward A.  
& Martha B. Kaufman
Edward & Joan Tomeo
Elizabeth & Nate Wagner
Emma Bridges
Emmett Foundation
Evan & Pat Aptaker
Gail Osherenko  
& Oran Young
Gary & Helena Hill
Gene, Andre,  
& Deanna Dongieux

Goldman Sonnenfeldt 
Foundation
Heidi Jensen Winston
Ivette Peralta
Jean & Dave Davis
Jeff Moody
Jon Clark
John & Molly Vowels
Johnson Ohana  
Charitable Foundation
Judi Stauffer
Julie Caprito
Karen & Peter Brill
Karl Storz
Katherine  
& Stephanie Yeung
Kathleen Burt
KJEE*
KLITE*
KTYD*
Lanny & Holly Sherwin
Laura Capps
Laura & Geof Wyatt
Lazy Acres Market*
Lee Heller
Leslie Dinaberg*
Liz Lovelace
LOACOM
Los Angeles Cleantech 
Incubator*
Lynn Sarko & Laurie 
Ashton
M&M Foundation
Malinda & Yvon Chouinard
Maps.com
MarBorg Industries
Marcia & John Mike Cohen
Melissa, Tobin, Zach, Ben, 
& Oliver White

Mission Wealth 
Management
Montecito Bank & Trust
Nadra Ehrman
Nancy Wilkinson
Oniracom*
Outhwaite Charitable Trust
Pat McElroy  
& Bonnie Kerwin
Paul Hill
Peter Schuyler  
& Lisa Stratton
Quantum Health  
Energy Foods
Rhonda McGaughey
Richard & Kristin Hogue
Roger S. Firestone 
Foundation
Roland & Joyce Bryan
Russell & Laura McGlothlin
Ruth Loomer
Sandy Schoolfield  
& John Kechejian
Santa Barbara County Air 
Pollution Control District
Santa Barbara Foundation
Santa Barbara 
Independent*
Santa Barbara Winery*
Schlinger Family 
Foundation
Sharon Granoff
Sharon Metsch
Southern California Edison
Stan Roden  
& Phyllis de Picciotto
Tana Sommer-Belin
The Little One Foundation
The M&M Foundation
The Roddick Foundation
The Towbes Foundation
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Tisha Ford
Todd & Cindy Young
Tomchin Family Foundation
Tri-County Regional  
Energy Network (3C-Ren)
Victoria Hendler
West Beach Films*
Whitney Abbott  
& Murray McTigue
Will Hahn Productions*
Williams-Corbett 
Foundation
Zohar & Danna Ziv

Eco Friend 
(Up to $999)
Andrea Morgan
Aaron Edelheit
Aidan & Lisa Bradley
Alex Petronakis
Alexander Corman  
& Charlotte Brownlee
Alice Josephs
Allen Mosher
Analise Maggio
Angela Antenore
Angela Heald
Angela Moll
Ann Adams
Anonymous
Anthony Rodale
April Peterson
Barbara & Roy Harthorn
Barbara Hirsch
Bette Bardeen
Bettie Weiss
Bill & Joan Murdoch
Bill Toliver
Bob & Siri Marshall
Brandon Bartlette
Brad Fiedel & Ann 
Dusenberry
Bret & Danielle Stone
Bruce Reitherman
Calleen O’Neall
Camille Dupuis & Vincent 
Gentile
Carl Palmer & Carrie Kappel
Carol Vernon  
& Robert Turbin
Carole Fox
Catalina Wilson
Chandler Buie
Charu Chaubal
Christiane Schlumberger
Chuck Flacks

Claire & Lars Fackler
Clare Miner-McMahon
Claude & Susan Case
Coast Cart Inc.
Colin Jones
Constance Penley
Cooper Matthieson
Corey Welles
Curry Smith
Cynthia Manzer
Dan’l Lewin
Danuta Charwat-McCall
Dave Hennerman  
& Barbara Widmer
David & Betsy Spaulding
David Auston
David James Ristig  
& Eileen Francis Vopelak
David Landecker
David P. Jones
David Stone
David Swanson
Dawn Ziemer
Debbie Arneson
Deborah Kiffe
Debra Geiger & Eliot 
Crowley
Denis Letourneau
Dennis Houghton  
& Janet Healy
Devon Geiger Nielsen
Dick Flacks 
Dj & Diana Wold, Del Mar 
Global Trust
Dodd & Beth Geiger
Dolores & Bill Pollock
Dr. & Mrs. William Lannan
Dr. Christel Wittenstein
Dr. Harvey Molotch
Dr. Richard Applebaum
E. Tad Reynales
Edward A. & Martha B. 
Kaufman
Edward France
Electric Bikes of Santa 
Barbara
Elisa & Joseph Atwill
Elizabeth Brown
Faith Grant
Farmacy
Gail Rappaport
Gene & Amy Zak Urban
Geoffrey & Jennifer Brown
Glass House Farms
Gloria & John McManus
Gordon and Sheila Morrell

Greg Giloth & Ellen Easton
Gregg Hart
Gretchen Scoble
Hannah-Beth Jackson
Harriet Eckstein  
& Alan Irwin
Homelight Inc.
Howard Sarasohn
Hugh Kelly
Ilan & Victoria Ben-Yaacov
Irene Cooke
Jamie Throgmorton
Jane & Terry Honikman
Jane Alexander & John 
Flanagan
Janet McGinnis
Jean & Ivor John
Jean Farley
Jean Holmes
Jeanette & Robert 
Mustacich
Jeff Phillips
Jeffrey & Jane Hankoff
Jeffrey Becker  
& Dawn Fitzgerald
Jen Brown
Jenelle Shapiro
Jennifer LeMay
Jerry Hatchett  
& Susan Burns
Jill & Corey Anderson
Jim Hodgson & Sharyn Main
Jim Taylor
Joan Ariel & Ellen Broidy
John Gerig
Johnny Alonzo
Jon Zuber
Jonathan & Patricia Gartner
Joyce & Terry Fernandez
Judith Favor
Julie Hayes-Nadler
Julie Lopp & Don Bushnell
Kara Brown
Kate Edwardson
Kimberly Monda & Robert 
Metzger
Kimberly Selkoe
Kirsten Liske
Kristi Anderson
Lanette Perry
Lazy Acres Market
Lee Chiacos & Donna 
Massello-Chiacos
LeeAnne Kryder
Lena Firestone

Libe Washburn  
& Sharon Kreigher
Lila Trachtenberg  
& George Handler
Lilyan Cuttler & Ned Seder
Linda Eckerbom Cole
Linda Phillips
Lisa Murphy Rivas
Livermore National 
Laboratory
Lois Capps
Lori Lenz
Lucy Thomas
Lydia Deems
Macfarlane, Faletti  
& Co. LLP
Margaret Connell
Marian & Steve Rothstein
Marisa Tyler
Mark & Shira Musicant
Marsha & Alan Roberson
Mary Byrd & John Fisher
Mary E Howe-Grant
Mary Heyden
Mary Jacob
Matter Family Office
Maureen Russell
Meg Wolfgram
Michael & Jennifer 
Mansbach
Michael & Marni Cooney
Michael Dean
Michael Hamman
Michelle Howard  
& Alissa Hummer
Michelle L. Pickett
Mike Lazaro
Mikki Jee
Nancy McConnell
Nancy Mulholl&
Noozhawk*
Pam Maines
Pamela Bury
Paul & Ginny Kuhn
Paul Mercurio
Paul Wack
Paula Burnham  
& Charlie Johnson
Paula Gregoire-Jones
Pearl Zalon
Peter & Rebecca Adams
Peter Sawyer
Phillip Fine
Professor William Goldsmith 
& Dr. Bickley Townsend

R. W. (Hap) Ziegler Jr.  
& Deborah Schwartz
Randall Hahn
Randy Rowse
Rabbi Stephen Cohen
Rance Wall  
& Deborah Williams
Richard Kaplan
Rita Boss
Robert Dautch
Robert Else
Roberta & Bob Wright
Roberta DeVries
Robin Elander
Ronald & Sherri Adler
Russell & Monika 
Chamberlin
Sally & Bill Grasso-Boyd
Sally & Terry Eagle
Sally MacIntyre  
& John Melack
Santa Barbara Company
Sarah Pizzaruso
Sarah Siedschlag
Signature Parking
Sigrid Wright
Stacey & Chris Ulep
Stephanie Glatt
Steve Nelson
Ted Rhodes & Joan Pascal
Tim & Monica Babich
Tish Gainey
Tom Dudley  
& Carla D’Antonio
Tom Jacobs  
& Cassandra Ensberg
Tracey Willfong
Tracy Hajduk
Turpin Family Charitable 
Foundation
Van Hensen
Van Latham
Victoria Riskin  
& David Rintels
W. Elliot Brownlee
Wayne Morgan
Wendi Ostroff
Wendy & James Read  
& Eric Emers
William Brennan

* Indicates in-kind donor. 
+ Indicates Legacy donor.
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PRESIDENT
Barbara S. Lindemann 
Emerita Professor, Santa Barbara City College

VICE PRESIDENTS
Christine DeVries 
Community Leader

Charles Newman 
Partner, Dentons U.S. LLP (retired)

TREASURER
Kathy Yeung 
Chief Executive Officer, ViQi Inc.

SECRETARY
David N. Pellow  
Dehlsen Chair and Professor of Environmental Studies 
and Director of the Global Environmental Justice Project, 
University of California, Santa Barbara

Chandler Buie 
Community Leader

Jon Clark 
President, James S. Bower Foundation

Nadra Ehrman 
Community Manager/Director of Sustainability,  
The Towbes Group

Carolyn Fitzgerald 
Community Leader

Laura Francis 
Director, Sea Forward Fund 

Geoff Green 
Chief Executive Officer, Santa Barbara City College Foundation

David Jackson 
Zegar Family Foundation

Elliott MacDougall 
Chief Executive Officer, Weymouth Development Group

Pat McElroy 
Fire Chief, City of Santa Barbara (retired)

Ivette Peralta 
Future Leaders of America, Director of Annual Programs

Peter Schuyler 
Natural Lands Management Consultant, Community Leader

OUR  LEADERSHIP

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
CEC’s Board of Directors represents a diverse cross-section of our community who have a deep 

commitment to finding local solutions to the challenges of climate change. As the official governance body 

of the organization, the Board oversees the Chief Executive Officer, establishes the operational budget and 

audit, and provides strategic input to ensure we fulfill our mission.
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Sigrid Wright, Chief Executive Officer

Michael Chiacos, Climate Policy Director

Alhan Diaz-Correa, Climate Justice Associate

Nicole Eads, Development Director

Danny Ettelson, Energy Projects Manager

Vania Fong, Energy & Transportation Associate

Melissa Fontaine, Campaign & Development 
Associate

Elizabeth Fry, Accounting Manager

Cameron Gray, Climate Mitigation Director

Joseph Hernandez, Administrative & Operations 
Director

Jennifer Hernández, Climate Justice Manager

Olivia Hernández Harnish, Climate Education  
& Leadership Associate

Siena Hooper, SBC Food Rescue Coordinator

Kathi King, Director, Climate Education & Leadership

Sharyn Main, Climate Resilience Director

Natalie McGuire, Executive Assistant & Board Liaison

Sarah Miller, Communications & Marketing Associate

Ana Rico, Ambassador, South County

Alexis Rizo, Policy Associate

Trace Sykes, Climate Resilience Program Associate

Molly Taylor, Climate-Smart Agriculture Program 
Manager

Nicole Wald, Communications & Marketing Director

Kristen Weiss, Communications & Marketing 
Associate

Michael Williams, Chief Financial Officer

CEC STAFF
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Dennis Allen, Dennis Allen Construction (retired)

Diane Boss, Retired, Community Volunteer

Laura Capps, Capstone Strategic Communications  
and Public Affairs 

Dave Davis, Past CEC Executive Director (retired)

Katie Davis, Santa Barbara Sierra Club Chair (retired)

Carla Frisk, Consultant (retired)

Karl Hutterer, Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History 
(retired)

Ivor John, Hydrogen Power Partners, LLC

John Jostes, Interface Planning & Counseling Corporation 
(retired)

Bruce Kendall, School of Environmental Science & 
Management, University of California, Santa Barbara

Kim Kimbell, Allen & Kimbell, LLP (retired)

Maryanne Mott, Rancher & Philanthropist

Mike Noling, Community Leader (retired)

Paul Relis, Senior Vice President,  
CR&R Environmental Services, Incorporated

Michel Saint-Sulpice, Architect (retired)

Leanne Schlinger, Entrepreneur

John Steed, Law Professional (retired)

Elizabeth Wagner, Village Properties

Sally Warner-Arnett, Community Leader

CO-CHAIRS

Claire Fackler, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

Michelle Weinman, Fauver, Large, Archbald & Spray LLP

Karen Brill, Community Leader

Linda Cheresh, Northern Trust

Kristin Hogue, Community Leader

Cooper Matthieson, Apeel Sciences

Jessica McLernon, Randy Solakian Estates Group

Michelle L. Pickett, Yardi Systems, Inc.

Wendy Read, Wendy Kilbourne Read Consulting

Stan Roden, Documentary Filmmaker

Holly Sherwin, Community Leader

Bret A. Stone, Paladin Law Group LLP

Jacob Tell, Oniracom

Sally Terrell, Community Leader

Deborah Williams, University of California, Santa Barbara

PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL
CEC’s President’s Council includes CEC founders, past directors, and esteemed friends who have devoted a 

significant amount of time, talent, and treasure to reverse climate change, accelerate our progress through 

their engagement, and protect our communities for generations to come.

PARTNERSHIP COUNCIL
CEC’s Partnership Council is made up of community leaders from across the region who act as ambassadors 

to collectively advocate, network, and promote the work and impact of the organization.
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JOIN US
ATTEND A CEC EVENT
Engage with like-minded climate activists at CEC’s Santa 

Barbara Earth Day Festival and the dozens of webinars, speaking 

engagements, and collaborative community events we organize 

each year. Subscribe to our email list at cecsb.org to stay 

updated on event dates and details.

INVEST IN A CLIMATE-SAFE FUTURE
We invite you to join us in this urgent work. When you give to CEC, you 

help ensure a climate-safe future for your children, grandchildren, 

neighbors, and the Central Coast we call home.

cecsb.org/donate

The climate crisis is daunting. But together, we can solve it. Join us in taking  
bold climate action to create a more resilient California Central Coast.

FOLLOW US
 @cecsb  

  /cecsb  

instagram @cec_sb  

Linkedin  /company/cecsb

1219 State Street, Suite A 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 

www.cecsb.org  |  805-963-0583

1
2
3FOLLOW

INVEST

ATTEND

Thanks to our incredible team of photographers and partners for helping to illustrate climate action on the Central Coast:

Jake Grella: pp. 38-39
J. Andrew Hill: pp. 2 (middle circle), 28 (middle and right circles)
Joe Mahany: pp. 2 (left circle), 14 (top circle), 18 (bottom)
Matias Mena: p. 6
Matt Perko: pp. 2 (right circle), 11, 24
Sarita Relis: pp. 3 (bottom), 22, 28 (left circle), 29 (right circle), 36, 37

Bristol Farms: p. 17
Little House by the Park: p. 14 (bottom circle)
Restoration Oaks Ranch: p. 29 (left circle)
Santa Barbara MTD: pp. 26-27
Santa Ynez Chumash Environmental Office: pp. 20-21

Following the spirit of our work, and in an effort to grow necessary climate action, please keep this report out of a landfill, 
instead passing it on to a colleague, friend, or family member to read.


